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Some Memorization Techniques
Ideas are courtesy of various study circles and www.hughchancerti.org, www.ruhiresources.org, www.bridgetounityrti.org
1. Develop a chanting rhythm (clapping or other hand noises is possible) to help you say the quote. 

2. Put each word on a separate piece of paper and hand them to different group members. The group must then arrange itself in the order of the quote.

3. Incorporate a quote into a small craft project that involves decorating it.

4. Put a quote to music.

5. Begin by placing a drop of rosewater (scented water) on the wrist of each participant, while someone reads a quotation aloud. You might even wish to have each participant take turns reading as they receive a drop of rosewater so it is read multiple times. Next, provide the participants with several large index cards, and ask them to write out the quotation. They can write the quotation entirely on one card, or use several cards with a phrase or two on each card. You can provide copies of it and the participants can cut and paste the phrases if they wish. On the reverse side, ask the participants to artistically depict something to remind them of that phrase. Supply materials such as magazine photos, stickers, washable markers, crayons, glitter, and sequins. The point is not to make great art-it is to engage the imagination and make visual connections. This enjoyable activity engages four of the five senses-sight, smell, touch and hearing! If you want to get that last sense involved, serve refreshments while the participants work on their cards. This process will really reinforce the quotation and help to put it in long-term memory! 

6. Use visualization to picture the images in the quote or to associate images with words.

7. Do a puppet show with hand-made puppets, stuffed animals, or other materials.

8. Act out the quote and have the group guess which one you are doing.

9. Create hand motions/body gestures to illustrate the quote and teach it to the group.

10. Draw a picture or cartoon for each main idea, word, or phrase in the quote in place of words.

11. Read a quote over and over again.

12. Do a round of repetitions: Begin by saying the first part of the quotation, "Let God be your fear". Each person in the group takes a turn saying, "let God be your fear". The tutor then expands it by saying "Let God be your fear, O people." Again each person takes a turn in repeating the phrase. Now the tutor says, "Let God be your fear, O people, and be ye of them." Again a round of the participants taking turns repeating the phrase. One more time by the tutor who says, "Let God be your fear, O people, and be ye of them that tread the path of righteousness." Another round and everyone should have memorized the sentence. Variation: Go around the circle with each participant saying one word of the quotation. The first person would say, "Let". The second "God", the third "be" and so on until the quotation is completed. Do this several times, each time choosing a different person to be the starting point. Then do several rounds asking each participant to say two or three words until the quotation is completed, again varying the starting person. 

13. Create a Memory Circle (see below for instructions).

14. Write the quotation on blackboard or dry erase board. Each participant takes a turn in reading the quotation aloud. Then the first participant is asked which word he/she would like to have erased and who he would like to read the board with the word missing. If the person reads it correctly, he/she is allowed to have a word erased and to select another person to read the board. This continues until all or almost all of the words are erased and the participants have had a degree of success in memorizing the quotation.

15. Use a game like Grab the Candy to reward people for their memorization progress (see below for instructions).

16. Write a quote over and over again. You may wish to read it aloud while you write it.

17. Write each word on a separate index card, then shuffle the cards, and rearrange them. 

18. Create a poem that includes the quote. 

19. Create a puzzle from the quote and ask the group to re-assemble it.

20. Tape yourself reading the quotes and re-listen to it.

21. Listen to the quote set to music on a CD or tape.

Candy Grab
Courtesy of:  Nadia Milani Fifita from Lae, Papua New Guinea, www.ruhiresources.org

Prepare: For this game we used candy (and lots of it!) but you can also use raisins, or any other small treat, or even tokens (stones, matchsticks…) which can be redeemed for something at the end. 

Rules of the Game: 
1. Players sit in a circle and the tutor holds a big bowl of treats (but sacrifices winning any of them). 

2. The tutor starts off with the first couple words of a quotation (so that everyone know which quotation they are referring to) and then passes the bowl to the next person who must say the next word in the quotation. If they say the word correctly they can take a treat from the bowl, if not they must forfeit a treat and the tutor says the word. 

3. The bowl is then passed along to the next person who then says the next word in the quote…and so on, until the quotation is finished. 

You can do this with all the quotations from a section, but keep in mind that if you are doing long quotations you need to have a lot of candy, or you could change the rules such that each person has to say the next three words…or something. You can also select other people to be game leaders, other than the tutor. Participants in my study circle enjoyed this game because it was less daunting than having to recite an entire quotation from memory, and yet it helped them to memorize the quotations better (and we got to eat candy!!!). 

Memory Circle
Courtesy of: The Bridge to Unity RTI website

A fun way to encourage the memorization process and build team spirit at the same time. 

Break up the study circle into small groups of 3-4 people. (If your study circle is smaller, it is perfectly fine to work with the entire group.) 

Have the group form a circle, and take turns reading the passage aloud. (This does seem to work best with passages that are not too long.) Go around the circle at least twice, each reading the passage aloud and the others concentrating on it. 

Next, have the group take turns saying one phrase aloud. Repeat this several times, varying the starting person so that each person contributes a different phrase each time. 

By now, some may be able to set aside their copies of the quotation. Next, have the group go around the circle saying the quotation word by word. Do this a number of times, varying the starting position so that each person contributes a different word each time. By this time, several will be able to set aside their copies of the quotation. Many times, the quotation will come easily to the group, and everyone will enjoy experiencing the flow of the quotation. 

The final step is for each person to take a try at saying the quotation from memory, with the others encouraging, and supplying a word or two if needed.  

Quotation Memorization Handout for Book 1, Unit 1

Section 1
1. "The betterment of the world can be accomplished through pure and goodly deeds, through commendable and seemly conduct....” (Bahá’u’lláh, cited in The Advent of Divine Justice pp.24-25)

2. "Beware, O people of Bahá, lest ye walk in the ways of them whose words differ from their deeds."    (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, CXXXIX, p.305)
3. "O Son of Being! Bring thyself to account each day ere thou art summoned to a reckoning..."   (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Arabic No. 31)
4. "Say, O brethren! Let deeds, not words, be your adorning."   (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Persian No. 5)
5. "Holy words and pure and goodly deeds ascend unto the heaven of celestial glory."   (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Persian No. 69)
Section 5
6. "A kindly tongue is the lodestone of the hearts of men. It is the bread of the spirit, it clotheth the words with meaning, it is the fountain of the light of wisdom and understanding."    (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, CXXXII, p. 289)
7. "O ye beloved of the Lord! In this sacred Dispensation, conflict and contention are in no wise permitted. Every aggressor deprives himself of God's grace."   (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith – ‘Abdu'l-Bahá Section, p. 445)
8. "Nothing whatever can, in this Day, inflict a greater harm upon this Cause than dissension and strife, contention, estrangement and apathy, among the loved ones of God."    (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, V, p. 9)
9. "Do not be content with showing friendship in words alone, let your heart burn with loving kindness for all who may cross your path."     (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 16)
10. "When a thought of war comes, oppose it by a stronger thought of peace. A thought of hatred must be destroyed by a more powerful thought of love."     (‘Abdu'l-Bahá, Paris Talks, p. 29)
Section 7
11. "...backbiting quencheth the light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life of the soul."    (Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, CXXV, p.265)
12. "Breathe not the sins of others so long as thou art thyself a sinner."    (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Arabic No. 27)
13. "Speak no evil, that thou mayest not hear it spoken unto thee, and magnify not the faults of others that thine own faults may not appear great..."     (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Persian No. 44)
14. "O Son Of Being! How couldst thou forget thine own faults and busy thyself with the faults of others? Whoso doeth this is accursed of Me."     (Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words – Arabic No. 26)
Compiled by Susanne M. Alexander, September 11, 2004

