Story about Trusting in God (Wellspring of Joy, Lesson 04)

There was a new governor of ‘Akka, a very greedy and corrupt fellow.  He tried to extract bribes and money from the people of Akka, including the Baha’is.  When the Baha’is would not pay him the bribes, the Governor wrote a very inflammatory report to the Sultan (the King), complaining that instead of being imprisoned, all the Baha’is were free and working.  Instructions came back from the Sultan:  The Baha’is were prisoners, and had no right to work.

This increased the arrogance and confidence of the governor.  He came up with a new plan.  In the morning, he was going to have all the Baha’is arrested and thrown into prison.  They would only be released from prison if they paid him a lot of money.  And... he confided his plan to the head muslim religious leader Akka, the Mufti.  What the new governor didn’t know was that the Mufti was a great admirer of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  

So even though it was late at night, the Mufti hurried to ‘Abdu’l-Baha to warn him of the governor’s plan, and to urge ‘Abdu’l-Baha to pay a large bribe to the governor, otherwise all the Baha’is would be arrested in the morning.  Well, ‘Abdu’l-Baha did not approve of paying a bribe to this corrupt governor.  ‘Abdu’l-Baha told the Mufti that God was compassionate and merciful, and the Baha’is would leave the matter in God’s hand.  He told the Mufti to go home, and to rest assured that the outcome would be according to God’s will.  Then, even though it was later and Baha’u’llah had already gone to bed, ‘Abdu’l-Baha went to Baha’u’llah and told Him what the Mufti had said.  Baha’u’llah ordered that all the Baha’is should not go to work in the morning, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha made sure everyone was told.  

Early in the morning, instead of going to work and opening their shops, they all gathered in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s home and waited.

So.  The governor and some of his soldiers went to the shops of the Baha’is to arrest them.  All the shops were closed!  The Governor thought to himself that maybe, because it was the holy month of Ramadan, the Baha’is were going to open their shops late.  There was nothing he could do, so the governor went to the police station to wait for the shops to open.  During this time, the governor was unaware of God’s intervention that was already unfolding.

About 8am that morning, Iskandar Effendi, the head of the telegraph office in Akka, came to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s house, and respectfully asked to speak to ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  Like the Mufti, like so many people who lived in Akka, Iskandar Effendi also who greatly admired ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  Iskandar Effendi appeared to be in great a hurry, but also was very excited and smiling.  ‘Abdu’l-Baha was in Baha’u’llah’s room at that time, speaking with Baha’u’llah.  When the servant came to tell ‘Abdu’l-Baha that Iskandar wanted to speak with him, Baha’u’llah smiled and said, ‘Go downstairs, ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  He has good news.  No one can frustrate God in His purpose.”

Well.  ‘Abdu’l-Baha went to the reception room where all the Baha’is were gathered, and where the telegraph man waited.  Iskandar Effendi showed ‘Abdu’l-Baha a telegram that had just arrived.  Iskandar Effendi was on the way to deliver this telegram to the Mufti, but first went to show it to ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  ‘Abdu’l-Baha hurried from the room to tell Baha’u’llah.  On the way, one of the Baha’is asked ‘Abdu’l-Baha what the telegram had said.  ‘Abdu’l-Baha replied “God has stuck a severe blow at the Governor.”

Later the Baha’is learned that the telegram, from the Sultan, contained an order to dismiss the Governor from his post.  The governor was no longer the governor!

When Iskandar Effendi handed the telegram to the Mufti, the Mufti was astonished.  It was only the night before that he had learned of the Governor’s plot against the Baha’is, and had been reassured by ‘Abdu’l-Baha.  The Mufti was instructed in the telegram to give the bad news to the Governor.  He later said to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, “I am almost on the verge of losing my mind over this episode.  Please tell me, what did Baha’u’llah say late that evening when you informed Him of the plot?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha replied that Baha’u’llah first instructed the Baha’is not to open their shops that morning.  Then Baha’u’llah advised them to leave their affairs in the hand of God.  And He further went on to say that when a person leaves his affairs to God, then that person ought not to take any other measures himself, otherwise he might frustrate the plan of God.
