
Story from Grade 2 Lesson 16
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You can remind the children of the story of Lua Getsinger they heard in Lesson 2 regarding prayer and then tell them the following story about her, which will help illustrate for them what it means to be a servant of God.

You remember from our lesson on prayer that Lua Getsinger was one of the early Bahai's in the West who visited 'Abdu'l-Bahá in the prison-city of 'Akka. One day during her visit, the Master took her aside and explained to her that He had many pressing matters to attend to and would not be able to call upon a friend who was very sick. He wished Lua to go in His place. He told her to take some food to the sick man and care for him as He had been doing.

Lua learned the address of the man and immediately set off to do as 'Abdu'l-Bahá had asked. She felt proud that 'Abdu'l-Bahá had entrusted her with a task that He would usually have carried out Himself. But, only a short while later, she returned to 'Abdu'l-Bahá in a state of excitement. "Master, "she exclaimed, "surely you cannot realize to what a terrible place you sent me. I almost fainted from the awful stench, the filthy rooms, the degrading condition of that man and his house. I fled lest I contract some terrible disease."

'Abdu'l-Bahá gazed at her sadly and sternly. If she wanted to serve God, He explained, she must serve her fellow man, because in every person she should see the image and likeness of God. Then He told her to go back to the sick man's house. If the house was dirty, she should clean it. If he was hungry, she should feed him. He asked her not to come back until all of this was done.  'Abdu'l-Bahá had done these things for His friend many times, and she should be able to do them this once, He told her with firmness. That is how Lua learned an important lesson about what it means to serve her fellow human beings.

Drama
This period of the class can begin with the usual stretching exercise. You may then lead the class in the next set of activities related to the theme of this lesson, that is, the spirit of service. Explain to the children that today they will improvise a situation that will help them gain further understanding of what it means to serve humanity. Divide the youngsters into groups of three and then describe the following scenario for them:

Ask the children to imagine that they arrive home one day and their mother tells them that their aunt is sick. Their mother has prepared some soup for her, and the children ask whether they can take it to their aunt and look after her for a while. Their kind offer brings joy to their mother's heart, and the three children set off with the pot of soup. Have the children show you how they would carry the soup carefully to the aunt's house, making sure not to spill it. When they arrive at the house, they greet their aunt and inquire after her health. First, they take care of her needs. Ask the children to tell you what specific things they would do for her. Perhaps she is cold and needs more blankets, or requires water or a book, and they bring these things to her. They can demonstrate for you how they would carry out these tasks. Next, they look around the aunt's house to see what chores need to be done, for example, washing the dishes, sweeping the floor, or doing the laundry, and they practice performing these tasks. Once they are familiar with all the elements of the scenario, each of the groups can act it out in its entirety.


Sryrom Gtz sson 16

Tocan e e hlren o hestoy o L Geinerhey et b a2
g s e b el ot e
Rt e e b Gk

Tormenbr o s o st s G was n o he sy

o ek et
R e et o st . o S,
o iy o g o 1t i 55 s 1 e |

T S T————
et s ok Ten e vt ok e sl o
ke o okt 3w A o e

oo h s o i he i s You oy e
e
ks o e oy eyl

e e

kb s i o he v oo doy et el
etttk Tt bt o s s o e s
Rty ke i ot ket sl
e o g o el e i e s o i
Rt s, K e e oo e o ey o o
iy e et i et Wy b
ey et e e e s e ey e e




