
Story about Faithfulness- Ruhi Grade 2 Lesson 6

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today you can tell the children the following story, which will reinforce in their minds the importance of OBSERVING GOD’S COMMANDMENTS AT ALL TIMES:

You remember the story of Haji Muhammad from our last lesson, how obedient he was to Baha’u’llah and what strength he drew from trust in God.  But Haji Muhammad had not always been so quick to obey.  Perhaps you know that he was an excellent hunter and marksman, which means his bullets never missed their targets.  He could even hit a small bird in full flight while he was galloping on horseback.  One day, with his rifle on his shoulder, he came upon a group of Baha’is who were on an outing with Baha’u’llah and decided to join them.

When Baha’u’llah saw that Haji Muhammad was going to use his rifle, He told him not to kill innocent birds.  Haji Muhammad did not pay any attention to what Baha’u’llah said because his mind was on hunting, which he loved very much.  So, he continued shooting at every bird he saw.  But he was quite surprised to find that none of his bullets hit.  He shot once, he shot twice, he shot many times- but did not bring down even one bird.  He shot at big birds and at little birds, without ANY success!

The group was returning from the outing when a large, beautiful, white bird caught Haji Muhammad’s eye.  It was so big that it could not fly quickly, and Haji Muhammad thought that surely it would be easy to hit this one.  His first shot missed.  Then he fired four more times, but he missed EVERY TIME!  In a panic, the frightened bird flew near them.  Haji Muhammad thought that now he could not POSSIBLY miss!  He fired two more shots, but the bird ESCAPED!

Haji Muhammad was ASTONISHED and he began to think about the whole incident.  All of a sudden, he understood something VERY IMPORTANT.  He realized that Baha’u’llah had given him a clear command, but in his preoccupation with his own wishes and desires, he had ignored Baha’u’llah!  That day Haji Muhammad made a firm decision to obey the commandments of God AT ALL TIMES. 
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